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Fort Bend offi clals

participate i in

PTG

of emergency s

m Fake scenario
had 2 explosions,
botulism outbreak
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A group of 120 local govern-
ment officials, police officers,
firefighters, emergency medi-
cal personnel and others took
part in an CMETEENCY response
lndh;;m\'m exercise designed
to their skills in h
a real disaster, mdlmg

The emergency scenario,
which invalved a widespread
outhbreak of botulism and two

- district, was designed

specially =
“for Fort Bend' County by the =

Mational Emergency Res
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ing relationships between our

various entities. Rn[.nuuﬂsiups 9

built today at the exercise will
make for a more effective disas-
ter response in the future,”
Braun said.

| The purchase of
equipment such as digital radios

and mobile incident command Fo

posts has greatly enhanced the
safety margin for county resi-
dents in the case of a disaster,
either ma.u-ma.d: or natural, he
said. =4
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cials visited the Fort Bend area
‘in. October to gather informa-
needed  to dﬂs:p l,ast
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.a raid of an extremist group's
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“The groups then were told
that the Department of Home-
land Security had upgraded the

. threat level to Condition Or-

ange. That information led each
group 10 conclude that a cred-
ible terrorist threat m::d in
rt Bend County. =

%4 Discussion in each break-out

Eoup ‘revalved around the chal-
nges of mohilizing resources
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Dallis Warren, assistant po-  ever hel&'m the state oFTexas.,

lice chief and

‘dinatar for Rosenberg, said the commended,” safd Karen' Wil-
exercise helped participants re-  cox, exercise program coordina-
fine their skills for a muolti-7 ﬁrmmmm
‘Agency response to a disaster, = re sea:l:l.ng different
i “The driving force of the day agencies; the” participants
was to figure out how to gain  worked as a team to successfully
mn-nl of -the -incidents pre- - overcome the disaster scenariog
'sented; figure out who nesds to gprmnhdmrhm." '

demow what 0 mmnse ‘canbe® ¢« Tom Feles, Program manager
coordinated ¢ : deter- * for exercises and simulations
nnewhumour:ummdd for NERRTC, said, "As a result
and how quickly; and, when of this uerdse Fort Bend
necessary, learn how to request  County has strengthenad work- _

assistance from higher levels of iIng relationships and-is better =

government,™ Warren said. prepared to operate on its own
In the exercise, participants during a disaster before other™
|\were :.pljtmlmu six working state or federal support arrives.
up, W, re- "Fort Bend County is aggres-

isented Wlih Initiat information 34
that law enforcement officers’ pursuing oppa
thad Jocatbd Haps 3hd Guildings, sach as this,” Felts said.
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' “Fort -Beiéf County is

aggressive and very
‘prafessional in
pursuing training
Yopportunities such as
i this.”
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program rru.nqrﬁ:rmas and |
simularions for National Emergency

Rezponse ard Rescue Training Center. |

fllr NERRTC, had a unique per-
% gpective on the exercise. Heisa |
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' (Braun) has brought this
eam together, and the rem!ts

coor- "and Al participints ‘are" to be™ ‘i!:tdewqr'ﬁg réssive,” Trevino

The Nov. 8 exercise was the
hteﬂ[n:suﬁﬂfu'umn:m
sions aimed at preparing Fort
Bend m:l;en::r “personnel fnr
potential disasters. -

“We had a fnm:hm:l exer-
cise in May 2004, and then ad-
d.[t:un::_hintmrf.m training in
May this We abways
learn. from ﬂm 50
“wre'te fully prepared when a real
. disaster ocours,” Braun said.

He credited the tri.uungfl:lr
helping the county deal with
Hu:m:m Rita “earlier in the
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Felts 5aid, to be used as a guide-
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