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Fort Bend County Emergency Management has graduation for citizen support team

By Cheryl Skinner

A tatal ol M) oarea citizens
successiully completed o train-
ing session that will allow these
volunteers o pamicipaic in varn-
ous projects with the Fort Bend
County Office of Emergency
Managenent.

The FROOEM  held its first
graduation ceremuony for the 20
vodunteers who lad  compdeted
ils Cilizens Suppon Team (C5T)
Training, & six-session  course
that focused on BEOM Center
(EOC) activities. o addition 1o
the in-house tnsning, volunlecrs
were required 1o complete 1w
Independent-Sudy FEMA courses
anthe basics of Licident Commaond.
i the Mational Weasther Service's
SkyWarn Severe Weather Spoties
Diaining.  The clisses comsisbed
of citizens as well as members ol

the Fort Hend County Ensergency
Management  Radio Operator’s
Giroup { EMBOG) whe destred the
crss lraining.

Jell Hraun, Fon Bend County
Emergency Management
Coordinator, said — be nealized
carly on the imparance of seiling
up & velunleer progran,

“AL my mew cinployee orienta-
ton heee years apo, o volunleer
approached me and said that she
was assigned o the EOC when it
was activated. 1 said “that's great

What are you assigned o do?”
She said, ‘1 haven't a cloe” Al
theat time, | realized that we need-
ed w develop a progrum o imin
employees aml volunteers an their
rodes anmld responsibilities in times
of u crisis.”

The CST Frogram wis mdevel
axpienil over a period of 2 yedrs

“We wianled o make sure we Cie-
ated a sell-sustaiving progrim that
provided the BEOC with a list ol
well trained, enthusiastic citizens
whio wanl o serve [seir oo
munity in times of disaster,” sand
Danny Jan, Assistant Emergency
Management  Coordinator,  amd
CHT progrm coordialor

Development of the progrm
becamse critical alier Hurmicanes
Katring amd Rita, The two asajor
stogins ol only  peaked compmng
nily interest in ihe County s Ofifice
of Emergency Management bt
gave olficials insight into whit
wias necded o get the job done
anel bhow volusicers should be wi-
lized

Michael Kahlenberg, one of
the graduates from the progrm,
sabd e was exited 1o see the
program coie o fooition. 1

have been voluieering with dif
ferent onganizations over the pust
200 years, amd i facl was in e
Tt closs of graduates of the angi
nal Citizens Emergency Hesponse
Team (CERT) in 1986— the Los
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Tewn, This epgormumity is vaigue,
since i gives us o way o belp the
first responders on the front line
and also o help the commnity be
sctier pregared.”

Braun emplasioed the i
tamce of volueers while mldress
ing the graduaies. “Over the past
twio years, the county has mads
meaar improvenents b the EOC,
such o5 installing pew  comput
crs, plasmas, and olher ecessary
teclumslogy.

Hut the most important thing
o (e Banbding: s oot that techanod
oy s yown Withoul voluieers

such as you, all this techmalogy s
useless.  Without tmined people
w answer the phones, assist at
the consodes, and assist the EQOC
in general, we will not be able w
complete our mission o provide
this county the best assistance it
dleserves when disaster sirikes”
The Stte of Texos Govenwr's
Division of Emergency

Masagement recentlly recognized
the bevel of organization that wem
into the progrom.  Saff mem-
bers from the Fon Bend County
Ofice of Emergency Management
were asked W present o session
highlighting the PN
at the St Homelond Secunity
Conference in San Antonio in late
Movember




