SUMMARY – FBC PIO NETWORK MEETING

AUGUST 24, 2007
The August 27th meeting of the FBC PIO Network was held at the Fort Bend County EOC, 307 Fort Street, Richmond.  The meeting started at approximately 11:40 a.m, with Jeff Braun calling the meeting to order.

Agencies Represented:

Fort Bend County Judge's Office (D'Neal Krisch)

Fort Bend County HHS (David Wahome)

Fort Bend County OEM (Jeff Braun, Danny Jan)

City of Rosenberg (Barbara Smolik)

City of Sugar Land (Doug Adolph)

LCISD (Christy Willman)

Richmond State School (Claire Chipman)

Methodist Hospital Sugar Land (Marcia Barham)

OakBend Medical Center (Andi Russell)

Champion Technologies (Jeff Webb, Nell Ciancarelli)

Media Consultants Inc. (Chuck Wolf)

Jeff Braun opened the meeting and self-introductions were conducted.  Braun then discussed the importance of updating the FBC PIO Network contact list and the Media Contact lists developed by the Office of Emergency Management (OEM).  He distributed a hard copy of the FBC PIO Network contact list.  Doug Adolph indicated that he would supply OEM with his contacts, which include many Asian and Hispanic media outlets.  Braun indicated that once he got the two lists updated, he would supply the group with updated listings in Excel.

At this point in the meeting, Chuck Wolf distributed information about the Houston/Galveston Regional PIO Network, including its purpose and how members could join the organization.

Braun facilitated a brief discussion about activities related to Hurricane Dean.  Specifically, he inquired whether the group had received adequate information from the County EOC during the hurricane threat event.  No complaints were heard, and both Claire Chipman and Adolph expressed appreciation for the information disseminated by the County EOC.  Braun requested that if anybody having additional comments on this topic please email him.

Braun explained the purpose and activities of the Fort Bend County Coordination Committee (FBCCC).  In particular, he updated the group on the newly developed 1670 AM Emergency Alert Notification radio station implemented by Fort Bend County OEM.  He also updated the group on the anticipated initiation of the Public Information & Emergency Response (PIER) system.  Braun felt that more information would be provided on both topics at the next meeting, including a possible training schedule for the PIER System.

Chuck Wolf then provided information about the LEPC's Full-Scale Haz Mat Exercise to be held on September 12, 2007.  He distributed background information on the exercise, including a focus on the functional areas to be exercised during the event; information about the Exercise Design Team and its membership; an organization chart for the exercise; specific information about Public Information/Joint Information Center objectives; and a Draft Media Alert.  Wolf indicated that Adolph would be handling "real" media coverage for the event; Elsa Malakoff would be handling player JIC participation; and overall exercise coordination would be handled by himself.  He noted that Stephen Noto was the Exercise Design Team Leader.

There was extensive discussion about the exercise and the roles and responsibilities of Public Information Officers.  Wolf indicated that he would provide some "basic JIC information" that Braun could send out to the group.  It was decided that the Exercise JIC would form in the Media Room at the County EOC.  Braun was requested to see if wireless internet access and additional telephones could be added in the Media Room for the exercise.`Braun  indicated he would look into the matter and get back to Wolf.  Wolf indicated that any additional questions arising after the meeting could be directed to him.

Before adjourning the meeting, Braun distributed copies of Jane's Crisis Communications Handbook to members of the group that did not have the publication.  The meeting ended at approximately 1:15 p.m.
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