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attaned when a jurisdiction complies
with more smngent planning require-
ments. The “advanced” rating is the
highest level of preparedness and indi-
cates that the county has a greater capa-
balicy to respond and manage emergen-
cies and disasters.

Counry Judge Bob Hebert said he
was pleased with the new rating from
the State of Texas. [n December 2003,
at the time Jeff Braun was hired as the
COUny's New eMergency management
coordirator. Hebert said a top priorty
fior the cooedinator is 1o ensure that the
county achieve and maintain a general-
Iy high level of preparedness and con-
tinually wark to improve the county's
basic emergency pian. “I applaud the
Office of Emergency \"[znunmn: in
achieving this recognition,” Hebert
said, “While we must continue to
improve through resource develop-
ment and raning. we are sigruficandy-
bener prepared for a county wide emer-
gency than we were af the end of
2003."

Braun noted that the county’s suc-
cess in upgrading the county's pre-
E?:dm lewvel 1s ammbuted to the work

many, including the cooperagve,
coflaborative inpus from first respon-
ders throughout the county. Braun
added, “Danny Jan, the county's assis-
tant coordinator, was the point person
for making sure thar the plan docu-
ments were completed in 2 manner thar
would meet the planning smndards,
and, at the same time, be practical for
Fort Bend County."” Braun also pointed
out the that many county departments
asisicd in the Tansformarion of the
plan. noting. in particular, thar most ele-

Fort Bend County rated ‘advanced’ in
emergency management preparedness

By Cheryl Skinner

The new vear started out positive for
Fort Bend County with an announce-
ment by The Governor's Division of
Emergency Management issuing an
assessment on Fort Bend County's
compliance with State of Texas stan-
dards and deeming the county
advanced in their level of preparedness.

The assessment is designed 1o
ensure that common emergency func-
tions are adequately addressed in local
emergency planning. As a result of this
assessmient, Fort Bend County has met

ments of the plan were reviewed by
Form Bend County Atomey Bud
Childers.

Braun agreed with the county
judge’s call for continued improve-
ment. Preparedness standards do not

all requirements for the “advanced
level of preparedness™ designation, said
Jeff Braun, director of the county's
Office of Emergency Management.
Emergency management planning is
assessed by the state through review of
cenain legal documents, the hasic
emergency Management plan and the
fanctional annexes of the plan. All
jurisdicticns within Texas are expected
o meetl a basic standand: however,
intermediate and advanced ratings are
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assess first responder resources of rain-
ing. “While the ressdents of Fort Bend
County are hefier served mday, as a
result of this recogniion.” Braun stated,

“the Office of Emergency Management
i commmutied to contnuing cur improve-
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ment process for prevention, response
and recovery planning. We will build
on this accomplishment and work vigi-
landy o minimize the risks our resi-
dents could encounter. if disaster



