
Jeff Braun, Rep John Zerwas, Governor Perry during 
press conference at County EOC. 

they'd be home.' 
Mayor Jurecky praised the EOC leader­

ship's request for asking most Fore Bend 
Countians to "scay put" at home, and offme 
major roads prior to Ike. He said Brazoria 
and Galveston officials, in ''Aft:er Action Re­
views;' thanked Fore Bend for allowing their 
evacuees to move quickly through Fore Bend 
to safer havens. 

Fore Bend County Precinct 4 Commis­
sioner James Pareerson said that he was most 
impressed by the daily conference calls which 
me EOM coordinated wim the county's 17 
mayors, county leaders, medical leaders and 
me utility companies. 

Meadows Place Mayor Charlie Jessup 
said, "We could speak up wim specific needs 
mat we had, but generally we found mat we 
all had the same problems. Center Point lis­
tened to us and was mere to help." 

By use of cdlphones and automobile 
phones, leaders could be tending to other du­
ties, but knew that at about 2 p.m. each day 
they could compare notes wim each other. 

"I was at my farm just soum of Rosenberg 
one day when it was conrerence time," Jurecky 
said, " and I didn't know that me others could 
here some ofmy cows in me background. We 
always were a part of the progress, no matter 

where we were." 
Mayor Jessup noted that communica­

tion was very effective berween me City of 
Scaffurd and Meadows Place. When Mead­
ows Place fire volunteers were wimout power, 
Staffurd firefighters came to the rescue, and 
Center Point quickly got emergency power ro 
the department.. 

Communication was an imporeant tool 
from prior to the storm, too, said Braun. 
Volunteers from the county's ongoing First 
Responders and CERTs programs scaffed 
me EOC on a 24-hour basis, handling some 
4,500 telephone calls. The county Public In­
formation Office issued more man 50 adviso­
ries and news releases. 

Braun said mat the county made· good 
use of its PIER System (Public Information 
Emergency Response) to distribute infor­
mation. PIER is a new, innovative website 
which EOM is testing for some 13 counties, 
and Braun is chairman. He said that there 
were 600,000 hits on its PIER Center. 

Judge Heberr recorded some 15 messages 
over the county's 1640 AM radio station. 

(While me mayors routinely meet month­
ly, they said mat the extra communication 
in mis emergency, has brought them closer 
rogether). 

Braun and Hebere praised all of me pro­
fessionals and volunteers who staffed the 
EOM's six Points of Distribution (PODS) 
which were established on the Monday after 
the storm. The PODS were in Arcola, Mis­
souri City, Rosenberg, Simonton, Scaffurdand 
Sugar Land. A re-supply station was set up at 
the County Fairgrounds. Some 50 trailers of 
ice, water and MREs (meals ready to eat) were 
distributed at the six PODS and it's estimated 
mat some 150,000 individuals -young and 
old-volunteered services there. 

Heberr praised all of the volunteer effurts 
which occurred in virtually every wounded 
neighborhood where neighbors chainsawed 

""-­

hundreds oftrees and fences. 
'Tm so proud of the citizens of Fort Bend 

County who showed up to help their fel­
low neighbors, and do the things which the 
county just couldn't do by itself, said Judge 
Hebert. 

But me repair continues, as the blue carps 
on neighborhood roofs will attest. The Blue 
RoofRegistration Center was opened in Sug­
ar Land Community Center on September 
23, and some 875 blue tarps were inscalled 
by Ocrober 13. 

Braun points wim pride to Fore Bend's 
communication with 13 neighboring county 
emergency management systems. "I calk 
with some of my counterparts almost every 
day," Braun said. He noted that, through the 
EOM program, Fore Bend farmers sent more 
than 675 bales of hay, plus 3 1/2 tons of feed 
ro Chambers, Galveston and Jefferson coun­
ties,and the EOCsent an 18-wheelerwith42 
pallets ofwater, ice and MREs to the City of 
Manvel in Brazoria County during the height 
ofthe disaster. 

And the work goes on. The OEM has 
hosted several After Action Reviews to deter­
mine what else needs to be done now, and in 
future planning, Braun said. 

The After Action Reviews revealed that 
the three facalities attributed to Ike came 
from residents inhaling fumes from home 
generarors. 

The EOM also still is holding training ses­
sions with county and city personnel to ex­
pedite the paperwork in processing insurance 
claims and filings to FEMA. 

While everyone is breathing easier now 
mat the latest hurricane season is over, Braun 
said, We know there'll be another hurricane. 
Let's just hope it doesn't happen here for an­
other 20 years." 

But Fore Bend answered the question, Are 
We Ready? when Ike came. Fort Bend was 
ready. 

process was doaeby Occember. 
Grant knows that the R& B's ratmation 

popun isn't dofte)U. "butwe'R: doae with 
12 ancl14 hour days; be smiled. GIant has 
been in this businesa fOr the past 25 years, 
the last five as road cannri-ioner. Road 
& Bridec has 175 employees who now will 
ayIIal'IIIbUy repair, R!pIace or ~ traffic 
and stnlCt signs. 

The sr:e ofTems, and particularly sur­
roundingCOlIndes, haw cabo note ci how 
weU organized Fon Bend County was in this 
collcaioa. 

Grant atttibua much ofthis success10.advancepreparation byJudge Bob 
HebertandJdfBraun and the Office of 
EmapcyManqemmt. 

'1t's been a reartam dfon," Grant said. 

EI 


