HURRICANE: Season begins
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which could be used to pro-
vide up-to-date alerts.

“This will be good because,
if we have evacuees driving
through Fort Bend County,
we'll be able to inform them if
there's a detour or other criti-
cal issues " he said.

The station, said Braun, is
currently playving weather up-
dates from the National
Weather Service, but is "30
percent of the way” to becom-
ing fully functional.

The Fort Bend County
Health and Human Services
Department, sald Braun, is
implementing what is called
the Special Meeds Awareness
Program, or SNAP. Braun said
the program is aimed at help-
ing individuals who may have
difficulties taking part in an
evacuation.

Two new programs are in
place to train Fort Bend Coun-
ty residents to volunteer in the
event of an emergency, said
Braun

The Citizens Support Team
(CST) provides training for
volunteers to help county offi-
clals at the Emergency Opera-
tions Center, which is the hub
of emergency management
for Fort Bend County. There,
county emplovees from vari-
ous departments work 12-hour
shifts in an emergency, said
Braun, and residents who
complete the CST course will
be able to volunteer at the cen-
ter.

“So, it's a way for us to be ef-
ficient with our limited re-
sources by using volunteers
willing to help us out,” he
said.

The second new volunteer
group is county citizens whao

undergo Community Emer-
gency Response Training
(CERT). This group, said
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Braun, will receive more gen- i
|

eralized training to provide a
response to an emergency sit-

uation anywhere In the coun- |

“They're trained to basical-
Iy provide basic, first-response
before fire ad EMS arrive on,
the scene,” he said.

Two CERT classes are
under way, said Braun, in
Sugar Land and Richmond.
Altogether, 63 people are tak-
ing the program.

Braun said the Emergency
Management Office will con-
tinue using the volunteer ser-
vices of amateur HAM radio
enthusiasts, whose skills
could be vital in the event a
natural disaster renders
phone lines unusable,

As always, Braun stressed
the importance of residents
making plans for the event of
a hurricane, including com- |
munications with relatives
and making a disaster supply
kit with food and water.

“No matter what we do Here
at emergency management,
unless citizens take it upon
themselves to take actions to
prepare their own family, a lot
of this is not going to be suc-
cessfinl,” he said.

Also, the events of Hurri-
canes Rita and Katrina taught
emergency officials the impor-
tance of people including
their pets in evacuation plans.
Braun said families should
bring photos of their pets and
otherwise be able to identify
them.

“You want all that written
down in case you need to go to
a center where you will be sep-
arated from vour pet,” he said.
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