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Storm damage

Monday, March 12, 2007

Needyville/Fairchilds gets wakeup call

By B.J. POLLOCK

High winds ripped through Forl
Bend County before dawn
Monday, doing the greatest dam-
age in the Needville area.

Mayor Delbert Wendt said he
awoke at about 4:30 a.m. to hear a
“roar” and got a call about 10 min-
utes later from police chief
Michael Dickerson reporting dam-

age at city hall on Main Street, the
rice dryer owned by Bay City Rice
Association and located on the
west side of State Highway 36 and
Prosperity Bank across the high-
way.

The under side of the cover over
the drive-through lanes at city hall
was “sucked out,” Wendt said, by
the vacuum caused by a possible
tornado,

MNeedville, was peeled back by high winds at about 4:30 Monday

morning.

Tin and wood from the roof of
the rice dryer was strewn across the
bank's parking lot,

“We were blessed,” bank manag-
er Landon McClain said while sur-

~veying the minimal damage, which

was limited to a telephone utilities
cover outdoors,

Just south of the bank, on the
same side of the highway, a large
ree was downed at the SPIST
Hall.

“We had a couple of other trees
down, one on Violet Street,” Wendt
said, “On the other side of town,
there was an old building that got
pushed over a little bit. Other than
that, there are a lot of little branch-
es and leaves strung out over
town.”

Just north if Needville, Highway
36 Collision Center sustained dam-
age 1o the roof, which was peeled
back. The same scenario could be
seen al a barn on Old Needville-
Fairchilds Road.

On Hein Street in Fairchilds,
Lisa Buffaloe and her family
awoke to the sound of high winds
and their storage building being
ripped apart and thrown high into a
pecan tree in their yard.

“My daughter woke me up said
there was a tomado, but 1 didn't
think it was. But then the water
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Lisa Buffaloe and her daughter, Kendal, survey the portion of their’
storage building that was tossed high in a pecan tree in their yard
early Monday morning.






