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Ron Gould, aka "Santa Claus,” makes a run into the Rich-
muond Post Olfice Monday morning.
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equipment moved to higher
pround until the river re-
cedes,

On the Colorado River in
Wharton, Andy Kirkland, co-
ordinator for the Wharton
County Emergency Manapge-
ment Office, said the height is
holding at about 20 feet, Flood
stage there is 39 Moot

“"We're getting a lot of
rain down here, but that

Rising Brazos River

threatens Rosharon

BY B.). POLLOCK

L@ Mabyrernded omn

As the rains come down, Uhe
witers continue o go ap along
the Bvsvees River

Teanmy an, assistant cooridi
nator fonr the Fort Bend County
Mliee of Emerpency Manage
moent, said Momday morning
prodections for the river's erost
have changed a little sinee last
wienl,

The Brazos is now expected
to erest in Richimond at 42,9 feet
Tuesday evening, a dav Iater
amd 2 feet lower than originally
projected. As of 7 a.m. Monday,
the viver was measared at 3976
freet s thend loweptiom.

“T'hat’s el sy worse than it
was a few weeks aeo,” Jan said.
T drviving Toree is the epins
wer Tl o conple of woenks npo,
nol the rain we're having
foulday ™

should not affect the river
height,” Kirkland said Mon
dav morning, adding mosi
of the rain was falling in
the western portion ol the
county. "Mow, il they pel a
lot of rain north of here (o
night and tomorrow, that
will be a dilferent story”
The MNational Weathey
Service forecast for Forl
Bend County calls for show-
ers and thunderstorms o
continue throughout the

However, just hefore press
time Womday, Jan said forecasi
ers aee “hegrinning fo soe o itle
bhit of an upswing” on their
readings, and are keeping a
wrather eve on the Brazos andd
Colorulo rivers,

OF most concern in this area,
Jan said, is the Rosharon gange
Along the Brazos, which is acto.
ally located aboul & miles west
of Rosharon on FM 1462 on the
Fort Bend/Brazoria county line
At that location, the river was
measured at 41.7 feet Monday
morning and is expected (o
crest al 47.7 feet early Wednes-
day Flood stage in that area is
43 feet, with moderate flood
stape at 46 feet,

The waters there “may have
some impact in Brazoria Coun-
tv.” Jan said, and may also al
fect Brazos Bemd State Park in
Fort Bend County However, as
of Monday morning, he said,

| WEATHER: Officials eye Brazos

day Monday, with a 40 per-
cent chance of more pre-
cipitation Monday night.
That chanee increases Lo 70 ’
pereent Tuesday, and drops
hack to 40 percent again
Tuesday night |

Inddepeadence Tay eolebrn
tioms will Hkely be drenchiern,
witl a 60 pereent chanee of |
vadn predictod for Wodnesday f
el apain Thursday, drop
ping 1o 730 pereent Friday, Sal ‘
vk sl Soelay

“they couldn't even see the river
water™ af the park.

“Brazos Bemwl may very well
see soime waler in the park just
like it did four or five wepls
apn” hesaid, adding o few Tradls
were closed af that time, but the
water did not affect camping or
day use facilities.

dan said Fort Bend residents
can expect o see the Bragos pe
main high for a prolonged peri
il ais waler is periodically re
leased from dams upsiream

“OF rourse. anvihing coulil
change witl Mother Nature, but
this is what we're expecting as
of this morning,” Jan said, “We
just want this water o get on
aunt of here and the river to po
down.”

Precantions shoulid be talen
in low lving areasz along the
Brazos, with livestock and

SEE WEATHER, PAGE 2
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